
 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2019 

The Service of the Word 
Prelude:  “Still, Still, Still”:  X. Naido 

Stephanie Backes (clarinet) 
 

Opening Voluntary:  “Ave Maria”:  F. Schubert 
 Noah Klauss (cello) 
 

Entrance Hymn 68:  “Rejoice!  Rejoice, Believers” 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, & Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and 

forever.  Amen 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
CHILDREN’S CHAPEL *** (Ages 4 – 10 years)  
During the following hymn, children process with the leader to 
the Chapel for a lesson and singing; they return at The Peace. 
 

Kyrie S-96:  “Lord, Have Mercy” 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
Lord have mercy, have mercy. 
 

The Collect of the Day - prayed by the Celebrant 
 

The First Reading:  Isaiah 35:1  
The desert and the parched land will be glad; the 
wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it 
will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for 
joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor 
of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the 
LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble 
hands, steady the knees that give way; say to those with 
fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, 
he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he 
will come to save you." 
 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in 
the wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand 
will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In 
the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and 
papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be  

called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey 
on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked 
fools will not go about on it.  
 

No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up 
on it; they will not be found there. But only the 
redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the 
LORD will return. They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy 
will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee 
away. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 15:  (p. 91)  “The Song of Mary Magnificat” 
Evelyn Spain 
Holy Cross Chancel Choir 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:* 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy 
is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit:* 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever.  Amen. 

 

Sequence Hymn 67:  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
 

The Gospel Reading:  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus    

 Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 



        

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, 
he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you 
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 
Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you 
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon         “The Train’s a Comin’” 
The Rev. Rob Dixon 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (in unison)       
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen  

 

Prayers of the People  
Holy and Mighty God, we long for you and your love. 
Fill your Church with your grace and goodness, 
that we may grow in holiness and in hospitality, 
that we may reach out in mission and love, 
that we may reveal your light and your glory. 
Lord, make us active in service and joyful in praise. 
 

Lord, show us your way; 
and teach us your paths. 
 

We pray for the nations of the world and for righteous 
dealings.  May the resources of the earth be neither hoarded 
nor squandered, but used to the benefit of all and the relief of  

those who need.  Strengthen all who strive for justice and  
integrity in world trade; may vulnerable peoples be freed 
from oppression and abuse. May we all have compassion 
and concern for the poor. 
 

Lord, show us your way; 
and teach us your paths. 

 

Come, Lord, fill our homes with your light and love. 
Make us sensitive in our dealings and gentle in our actions. 
Keep us alert to the needs and hopes of others, 
that our homes may reflect your presence and your glory. 
 

Lord, show us your way; 
and teach us your paths. 

 

God of freedom and peace, we remember before you all 
who are captives to sin, vice or addiction, all who are 
damaged by oppression, violence or abuse.  We also pray 
for friends and loved ones who are ill, especially those on 
our Church’s Prayer list.  Bless all who seek to rescue and 
restore those who are in need or distress. 
 

Lord, show us your way; 
and teach us your paths. 

 

We give thanks for all who have passed beyond trouble 
and darkness and are now at peace in your 
kingdom, especially __________. 
We rejoice in the fellowship of the saints and pray we may 
follow their way of holiness and love. 
 

Lord, show us your way; 
and teach us your paths. 

 

The Confession (p. 360 BCP) 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

The Peace:  Welcome, Announcements, Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 

 
 



 

+ 
The Holy Communion 

This portion of the service begins on p. 367 in the BCP however, you are  
encouraged to give your attention to the altar. 

The Communion.  All baptized Christians are invited and welcome 
to receive Communion. Anyone who does not wish to receive 
communion is invited to kneel at the rail, cross their arms over their 
chest, and receive a blessing. If you would like the clergy to bring 
communion to someone in the pews, please notify the ushers at the 
door of the church. If you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer, please 
simply request one from the priest while at the rail.  
 

Offertory:  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
 Holy Cross Chancel Choir 
  

The Doxology 380: (v. 3)   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all 
creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (p. 367 BCP) 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord.  

People     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus: S-130 (in front section of blue hymnal)  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full, full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the 
highest.  
 

Celebrant  Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father. 

People   We remember his death. 

     We proclaim his resurrection, 

     We await his coming in glory; 
 

Communion Hymn:  “Come Lord Jesus” 
Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus, Amen,  
Come Lord Jesus, (2X’s) 
O come quickly, come Lord Jesus.  O come quickly,  
Come Lord come.  
Come Lord Jesus, come Lord Jesus, Amen.   
Come Lord Jesus. 

 

Communion Hymn:  “Behold the Lamb” 
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, 
Slain for us: and we remember: 
The promise made that all who come in faith 
Find forgiveness at the cross. 
So we share in this Bread of life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of peace 
Around the table of the King. 
 

The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
Torn for you: eat and remember 
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 

Paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this Bread of Life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice 
As a sign of our bonds of love 
Around the table of the King. 

 

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, 
Shed for you: drink and remember 
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in 
To receive the life of God. 
So we share in this Bread of Life, 
And we drink of His sacrifice, 
As a sign of our bonds of grace 
Around the table of the King. 

 

Communion Hymn:  “Commune with Me” 
Commune with me, commune with me.  
Between the wings of the cherubim, commune with me. 
Commune with me, commune with me. 
Between the wings of the cherubim, commune with me. 
 

I worship You, I worship You. 
Between the wings of the cherubim,  
I worship You, I worship You, I worship You, 
 Between the wings of the cherubim, I worship You. 
 

I’ll meet You there, I’ll meet You there. 
Between the wings of the cherubim 
I’ll meet You there, I’ll meet You there, I’ll meet You there. 
Between the wings of the cherubim 
I’ll meet You there. 

 

Post Communion Prayer (p. 366 BCP) 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
And for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out  
to do the work you have given us to do,  
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn :  “Soon and Very Soon” 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the King, soon and 
very soon we are going to see the King, soon and very soon 
we are going to see the King, hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re 
going to see the King!  
 

There’s no more crying there... 
Soon, and very soon... 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Closing Voluntary:  Hymn Medley 
Samuel Klauss (piano) 



       

Clergy  
 

The Rev. Rob Dixon, Pastor/Rector 
rdixon@holycrosspensacola.org - 850-477-8596 
 

The Rev. Roger Hungerford, Associate Rector 
rog.hungerford@gmail.com - 757-639-5610 

 

Vestry 
Melodie Rowland (Sr. Warden), Warren Jerrems (Jr. Warden),  
Mike Spain, (Assistant Jr. Warden), Angela Hinkle, Beth Ramirez, 
Britt Landrum, , Chip Lands, Heather Calhoun,  
Howard Johnson, Mike McFee, Susan Bell 
Susan Karl (Clerk) 
Laurie White (Treasurer) treasurer@holycrosspensacola.org 

Parish Staff 
 

Ryan Etheredge - Youth Minister - youth@holycrosspensacola.org - 850-512-3054 
Leanne Klauss - Music Director & Christian Education Director - music@holycrosspensacola.org - 850-477-8596 
Samuel Klauss - Pianist/Organist - sjpklauss@gmail.com - 850-477-8596 
Noah Klauss - Cellist 
Noah Klauss - Sexton 
Jordan Snell - Nursery Caregiver - 850-572-6871 
Nancy Gibbons - Bookkeeper - bookkeeper@holycrosspensacola.org - 850-477-8596 
Maureen O'Donnell - Parish Administrator - office@holycrosspensacola.org - 850-477-8596 

           Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
7979 N. 9th Ave, Pensacola, FL 32514 Phone: 850-477-8596 Email: office@holycrosspensacola.org Web: holycrosspensacola.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HolyCrossEpiscopalPensacola 

 

 
 
 

Sermon Notes 

 

Flower Dedications 

Prayer List  

 

Requested Prayer:   
Adam, Andy, Ariel; Barbara, Bob, Bonnie, Catherine, Cecil, Chris, 
Cindy, Dan D., Dan S., Debbie, Destinee, Don, Elsie, Fr. Glenn, Fr. 
George, Frances, Fred, Grace, Jason, Jennifer, Jim, Judy F., Judy G., 
Julie, Karen, Kathy, Kelly, Ken, Kiefer, Kimberly, Kristyn, Lana, 
Linda E., Linda M., Luke Allen, Matthew, Melissa, Mike, Neta, Pat, 
Polly, Ron, Russell, Sarah; Sherry Jo, Sherry, Steve, Teresa, Teresa 
L., Susan, Terry, Tif, Tom. 
 

Military 
Adam Zigler, Ben Boyer, Bill Elliott, Chase and Morgan Coleman,  
Christian Clark, Daniel Payden, Donovan Chau,  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Doug Wiessman, Dylan Hoewt, Edie Ruiz, Grant Hungerford,  
Hunter Bailey, Jeremy Rice, Jessica Parker, Jose Hernandez,  
Kathy Jensen, Kevin Kahl, Lance Breeding, Marc Ruiz, Mike 
Darrah, Nicholas Pinkston, Raymond Buckalew, Jr., Sean Haight, 
Shaun Southall, Terry W. Triplett, Jr., Tyler Post 
 

Great Expectations 
For the coming birth of a baby to Clay & Tiffanie Coleman 
 

Repose of the Soul 
The Victims from NAS Pensacola and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard 

            


