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 I often encourage people to read the Bible regularly. It struck 
me this past week that I probably owe you some words about 
the troubling things you will find there. In particular, its’ many 
contradictions.  
 

 In the beginning, in the twelfth chapter of Genesis, God calls 
Abraham to be blessed and to be a blessing to all the families of 
the earth. Then, when Abraham’s people have been led by 
Moses to the edge of the promised land, Moses tells them that 
they are called to enter and slaughter nearly all the families 
living there. Did God not say to be a blessing to “all” the 
families of the earth? Yes, I know the rebuttal to this, but let’s 
keep going.  
 

 A little later, Moses boldly and clearly says that God 
demanded that no one ever be allowed to enter the assembly 
of God’s people (marry into) if they are related to a Moabite, 
even to the tenth generation! But, if you keep reading, you 
will find that……um…well…King David himself ends up being a 
second-generation Moabite. How embarrassing! Something 
ether changed or Moses was wrong for saying that this was 
God’s will in a way that made this a “law” of God.  
 

 One of the most bothersome contradictions for us today 
between the Old and New Testament theologies is the 
prosperity gospel. After all, Moses is really the one who set up 
the theological foundation for what we refer to today as the 
prosperity gospel. Just read Deuteronomy chapter 28 and you 
will hear all you need in order to understand the biblical 
justification for this sort of teaching. Moses teaches directly that 
if you obey God you will “always be on top, never at the 
bottom.” You will be rich and famous among all the peoples of 
the world. This is shockingly different from the teachings of 
Christ (the Christ of the cross!) who said that the top is actually 
the bottom and the bottom is actually the top. That if you want 
to be on top, you will become servant of all and suffer for the 
least among us.  
 

 But we must not skip over the prophets, who some see as a 
sort of theological bridge between Moses and Jesus. Still 
working from the foundation of the revelation of God to and 
through Moses, the prophets passionately and clearly point out 
how the ancestors of Abraham – the followers of Moses – had 
been so very wrong in the way they followed God. Israel had 
misunderstood. They were wrong about God and about what 
God wanted. God wanted them to be a light that blesses the 
world by showing it a truth that is contrary to the way of the 
other nations. But the Israelites did not want to be a sign. They 
wanted to be like the other nations, ruling with a king and 
worldly glory.  
 

 The most unavoidable contradictions between Old and New 
Testament come in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Not 
only did he break their understanding of the law of God in his 
behavior (found in the Old Testament), but he also taught things 
like, “you have heard it said (Moses) ‘an eye for an eye’, but I say 
unto you do not resist an evil person. If someone slaps you on 
the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.” (Matt 5:38-
39)  
 

 What do we do with these contradictions? How do we 
confidently use the Bible well? Surely the 
heathiest way to start is by openly admitting 
these issues, while we continue to seek God in 
truth. For me, these contradictions seem to 
demand that we allow for a biblical perspective 
which simply says that some of what Moses 
taught three thousand years ago has been 
further revealed in Jesus Christ and other faithful 
people throughout the millennia. I even believe 
that, as the Moabite contradiction and Jesus’ 
own teachings show, sometimes it is okay to say 

that the faithful people of God misunderstood and were wrong. 
 

 With this approach to reading the Bible, the stories of the 
Old Testament become the stories of God’s people who 
struggled to know this mysterious God who could not even be 
named. They are the stories of how, regardless of whether they 
were faithful or faithless, God loved them. And how, eventually, 
when the time was right…he came as a man to set us straight. 
He took the law of God, that had been developed by Abraham’s 
ancestors, he wrapped it with common sense and complete 
faithfulness to God and truth, and he embodied it. He brought it 
to life, thereby showing all the families of the earth what God 
really wants from us, and how God really handles us when we 
come up short over and over. He showed us what it looks like to 
not only be a people of rules but to be a people who follow the 
rules of a merciful, kind, and just God. 
 

 Do not be embarrassed by the contradictions of the Bible, do 
not pretend that they are not there, and certainly do not be 
discouraged by them! God is real, and so are the stories and 
parables in the Bible. Let them be what they are, the way to 
know God and the way to know yourself. And if you come face 
to face with a contradiction that you have to resolve, always side 
with Jesus, mercy, forgiveness, humility, and grace. In these, 
God delights.  

 
Rob+ 

  

A Bible of Contradictions 
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Music ministry 

Holy Cross Academy of Music Spring Recital:  May 11, 2019 at 

10:00am UWF Center for Fine and Performing Arts.  We invite the Holy Cross family to 

join our Academy students as we present our spring recital at UWF.  Our Academy is 

privileged to be invited to hold our spring recital in the beautiful Performance Hall at 

UWF.  The Performance Hall, usually reserved for international musicians, UWF Music 

Faculty, and UWF performing arts students, is a joy to perform in.  We are so proud or 

our students who have been preparing to share their pieces with family, friends, and 

you!  This spring we will present students playing violin, viola, cello, piano, flute, and 

guitar.  Many thanks to our Academy teachers Katie, Ryan, Samuel, Noah, and Leanne 

for enriching the lives of our students with the gift of music. We hope to see you there! 

Ministry Bytes 

Youth ministry 

Summer is right around the corner!! I know many of you wish 
that the last day of school was here today, but you still have a 

few more weeks you need to conquer. Don’t fall into the trap of getting into the summer 
mindset before school is over! As the school year comes to a close you may find yourself 
looking back on what you accomplished: making new friends, joining a new club or 
group, or excelling in a particular area or subject. However, you may also be looking back 
and thinking about the things you could have done better: focusing more in that tough or 
“lame” class, being kinder to your classmates, or trying to impress others instead of do-
ing your thing. Whichever camp you fall in, take these last few weeks of the school year 
to try and have a positive impact for yourself and on others in some way. Maybe it’s 
reaching out to someone you have felt called to reach out to but have been too afraid all 
year. Maybe it looks like inviting a friend to come to church and stay plugged in with the 
youth summer events we’ll have. Maybe it means reconciling with a friend you upset or 
perhaps maybe the harder thing to do- forgiving a friend that upset you. 
 

Youth Calendars will be on the way soon plus some heads up dates for Summer Events 
too. Please add June 17th - 21st to your calendars for VBS, we need lots of youth help! 

CHILDREN’S  ministry 

Holy Cross Children’s Ministries is pleased to 

have Terry Hurd as our art teacher for our 

Wednesday night Kids Club.  Ms. Terry will also 

be joining our VBS team in leading set design and 

teaching art. She is the art teacher at Redeemer 

Lutheran School.  She has experience teaching fine art to 

children from ages 4 to 14.  Her background includes 

graphite portraits, set and clothing design, sign/lettering, and murals.  She 

utilizes multiple mediums including clay, acrylic, watercolor painting, oil 

pastels, plaster, textile weaving, sculpture, and print making.  Each Kids 

Clubs art class begins with a scripture reading linking the art lesson to the 

scripture.  Her classes include instruction introducing famous artists and 

art history.  The children at Holy Cross are captivated by Ms. Terry’s exu-

berance and her joy for art!   
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Spring Recital 

at the 

University of West Florida 

Center for Fine and Performing Arts 

 

May 11, 2019 

10:00am 
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8:00am – Worship (1st Sunday of the month) 
9:00am – Breakfast 
9:30am – 12:00pm Childcare  
9:35am – Sunday School (Christian Ed - all ages) 

10:30am – Worship 

10:30am – Children’s Chapel (starts in main service) 
11: 45am – Coffee Hour (right after second service) 2019 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  

      

   1 2  

   9:00am – Cursillo Reunion Faith Group 
9:00am – Food Pantry 
10:00am – Worship  
10:00am-6:00pm - Library Hours 
11:00am – LAG Lunch - Culver’s 

4:30pm – Handbell Practice 
5:30pm – Church Dinner 
5:30pm – Youth Group 
6:10pm – Christian Formation Classes 
6:30pm – Choir Practice  

 

 
 

 

 5 6 7 8 9  

Sunday Worship & Classes 
  **Schedule is Above** 
   

Outreach – Feed My Sheep 

 

9:15am-12:30pm - Library Hours 

2:30pm - Remembrance Ceremony 

3:00pm – Ultimate Frisbee at UWF  

4:00pm – Ladies Cursillo  
Reunion Group  
 
6:30pm – Theology on Tap – 
Goat Lips Chew & Brewhouse  

 
 

9:00am – Cursillo Reunion Faith Group 
9:00am – Food Pantry 
10:00am – Worship  
10:00am-6:00pm - Library Hours 
4:30pm – Handbell Practice 
5:30pm – Church Dinner 
5:30pm – Youth Group 
6:10pm – Christian Formation Classes 
6:30pm – Choir Practice  

 
 

 

12          YOUTH SUNDAY 13  14 15 16  

Sunday Worship & Classes 

  **Schedule is Above** 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 

9:15am-12:30pm - Library Hours 

3:00pm – Volleyball & Board Games 

at Holy Cross 

4:00pm – Ladies Cursillo  
Reunion Group  
 

6:30pm – Theology on Tap – 
Goat Lips Chew & Brewhouse  

 9:00am – Food Pantry 
9:00am – Cursillo Reunion Faith Group 
10:00am – Worship  
10:00am-6:00pm - Library Hours 
4:30pm – Handbell Practice 

5:30pm – Church Dinner 
5:30pm – Youth Group 
6:10pm – Christian Formation Classes 
6:30pm – Choir Practice  

6:00pm - Ladies 
Night Out - Chili’s 

 

19 20 21 22 23  

Sunday Worship & Classes 

  **Schedule is Above** 

 

Outreach – Ronald McDonald House 
 

9:15am-12:30pm - Library Hours 

3:00pm – Ultimate Frisbee at UWF  

4:00pm – Ladies Cursillo  
Reunion Group  
 

6:30pm – Theology on Tap – 
Goat Lips Chew & Brewhouse  

6:00pm - Game Night at the 
Clark Home 

9:00am – Food Pantry 
9:00am – Cursillo Reunion Faith Group 
10:00am – Worship  
10:00am-6:00pm - Library Hours 
4:30pm – Handbell Practice 
5:30pm – Church Dinner 
5:30pm – Youth Group 
6:10pm – Christian Formation Classes 
6:30pm – Choir Practice  

  

26 27     MEMORIAL DAY 28 29 30  

Sunday Worship & Classes 

  **Schedule is Above** 
 

9:15am-12:30pm - Library Hours 

3:00pm – Volleyball & Board Games 
at Holy Cross  

4:00pm – Ladies Cursillo  
Reunion Group  
 

6:30pm – Theology on Tap – 
Cancelled  

6:00pm - Holy Cross Vestry 
Dinner & Meeting 

9:00am – Food Pantry 
9:00am – Cursillo Reunion Faith Group 
10:00am – Worship  
10:00am-6:00pm - Library Hours 
4:30pm – Handbell Practice 
5:30pm – Church Dinner 
5:30pm – Youth Group 
6:10pm – Christian Formation Classes 
6:30pm – Choir Practice  

  

Sunday Schedule 

01 Helen Stuebing 

04 Ede Craig 

05 Christopher Law 

06 Craig Iversen 

06 Dorothy White 

07 Dean Dake 

07 Alicia Umbreit 

11 Mary C. Iversen 

13 Andrea Rogers 

14 Sierra Dixon 

14 Roger Hungerford 

14 Beckie Mims 

19 Neta Tipton 

21 Ginny Ballow 

21 John Burris 

25 Chuck Collins 

25 Mary Shontz 

25 Jason Ternon 

26 Fay Scordato 

28 Hayden White 

30 Della Maddox 

31 Noah Klauss 

31 Shelby Lands 

31 Luke Umbreit 

01 Terry & Darleen Triplett 

07 Warren & Mia Jerrems 

09 Jemison & Beckie Mims 

16 Chuck & Nancy Collins 

https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=266683144&event_date=2%2F2%2F2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=259518521&event_date=2%2F2%2F2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=259518377&event_date=2%2F2%2F2019
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Our Weekly Activities 

MONDAYS: 
 Theology on Tap - 6:30pm - NEW LOCATION!! Goat Lips Chew & 

Brewhouse (2811 Copter Road, Pensacola). Join us for a cold 
beverage, excellent company, and a meaningful discusion.   

        Contact Dean Craig at 850-384-6780 for more information.  
 

WEDNESDAYS: 
 Food Pantry & Resource Center of Holy Cross - 9:00am - 11:00am 
 Worship - 10:00am 
 Library Hours - 10:00am - 6:00pm 
 Hand Bell Practice - 4:30pm 
 Church Dinner - 5:30pm - Join us for dinner each week in the  

     Parish Hall. 
 Youth Group - 5:30pm - Join us in the Youth Room for a time of 

great fellowship and fun! All 6th – 12th Grade youth are wel-
come.  Come ready to hear the Word, experience the love of 
Christ, and learn about all that God has in store for our lives!  
Contact Ryan for more information at: 
youth@holycrosspensacola.org 

 The Bible for “Dummies” with Fr. Rob - 6:10pm -Life-long scholar 
or life-long scallywag, you’ll feel comfortable gleaning some-
thing from the  Bible with this group. 

 

 The Parents Group! - 6:10pm - Parents turn to each other, to 
outside “experts,” and to faith to help each other be more pre-
pared, competent, and faithful in their parenting journey! 

 Kid’s Club! - 6:10pm - Pre-K to 5th Grade - Kids will have a great 
time while growing in their faith using monthly Biblical themes, 
games, crafts, and songs. Nursery care for wee ones! 

 

FRIDAYS: 
 Coffee, Chat & Coloring - 10:00am - 12:00pm - This group gets  

together every Friday morning.  They have coffee together, chat 
and work on crafts.  Bring whatever you are working on and join 
them for coffee and conversation.  Contact Nancy Gibbons  at 
(850) 475-5706 for more information. 
 

SATURDAYS: 
 Holy Cross Running Club! - 7:30am -All are welcome to run and/

or walk in this family ministry which meets every Saturday 
morning at the church.  For more information, please contact 
Dean Craig at (850) 384-6780. 

 Yoga/Pilates - 8:30am - All are welcome!  Donations are appreci-
ated to support our instructors.  Classes are held in the Holy 
Cross Chapel and will alternate weeks according to each instruc-
tor’s schedule.  Call or text Amanda Hart for Yoga (607) 206-
3208 or Wendy Boyer for Pilates (850) 572-2170   

 GriefShare - 10:00am - 12:00pm - GriefShare is a grief recovery 
support group where you can find help and healing for the hurt 
of losing a loved one. We meet weekly in the Parish Hall, and 
you can join at any time. For more information, please contact 
the Parish office at 850-477-8596.  Starting on January 12. 

 Library Hours - 10:00am - 12:00pm 

SUNDAYS: 
 Sports Ministry - 3:00pm. - On the 1st, 3rd, (and when applica-

ble 5th) Sunday of the month, join us on the UWF Campus (park 
by tennis courts) for Ultimate Frisbee. On the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day of the month join us at Holy Cross for volleyball in the court-
yard and board games inside the Parish Hall. Contact Ben Boyer 
at 850-572-3710. 

 FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

3 4 

10:00am – Coffee, Chat &  
Coloring  
 
 

7:30am - Running Club  
8:30am - Yoga/ Pilates  
10:00am - Loss of a Spouse 
10:00am-Noon - Library Hours 
10:30am - Prayer Shawl Ministry  
6:00pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

10 11 

10:00am – Coffee, Chat &  
Coloring 
 
 

7:30am – Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
7:30am - Running Club  
8:30am – Yoga/ Pilates 
9:00am - DOK 
10:00am -Holy Cross Academy of Music      
                  Spring Recital  -   
10:00am - GriefShare 
10:00am - WeCare  
10:00am-Noon - Library Hours 
6:00pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 

17 18 

10:00am – Coffee, Chat &  
Coloring 
 
 

7:30am - Running Club 
8:30am - Yoga/ Pilates - Cancelled 
10:00am - GriefShare 
10:00am-Noon - Library Hours 
6:00pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

24 25       YOUTH SERVICE DAY    

10:00am – Coffee, Chat &  
Coloring 
 

7:30am - Running Club 
8:30am - Yoga/ Pilates - Cancelled 
10:00am - GriefShare 
10:00am - WeCare  
10:00am-Noon - Library Hours 
6:00pm - Alcoholics Anonymous 

31  

10:00am – Coffee, Chat &  
Coloring 

 

Please Note: The calendar is subject to 
change at ANY TIME to fit the needs of the 
Church. For updates, please see our website, 
www.holycrosspensacola.org. Thank you!! 

mailto:youth@holycrosspensacola.org
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=266683144&event_date=2%2F2%2F2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=259518521&event_date=2%2F2%2F2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/edit_event.aspx?cei=259518377&event_date=2%2F2%2F2019
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Calendar Details by Date 

May 1 - Ladies and Gents (LAG) Luncheon - 11:00am at Culver’s.  Please sign up in the Narthex. For more information please 

contact Brenda Brown at 850-450-4310 
 

May 1 - Wednesday Night Dinner - 5:30pm - Spaghetti & meatballs, garlic bread, salad, and dessert. 

               Children’s Menu: Chicken nuggets, mac & cheese, and green beans. 
 

May 4 - GriefShare -Loss of a Spouse - 10:00am - 12:00pm - Loss of a Spouse is a two-hour seminar that helps men and women 
grapple with the challenges of being widowed.  

 

May 4 - Holy Cross Prayer Shawl Ministry - 10:30am-12:00pm - This ministry is a “hands on” ministry. Bring what you’re working   

              on or come to learn how these shawls are made. For more information, please contact Sally Roberts at 850-477-3918.  
 

May 5 - Remembrance Service - 2:30pm - A celebration in honor of our loved ones who have gone on to life eternal.  Members 
of all faiths are welcome.  For more information, contact Lorrie Wilkinson at 850-206-8374. 

 

May 8 - Wednesday Night Dinner - 5:30pm - Potluck Salad Bar 

  Children’s Menu: Corn dogs, chips, and green beans 
 

May 10 - GaGa Ball  Tournament 4:30pm - 6:30pm!  Come out and get your GaGa on with us after school.  Bring afriend! 
 
 

May 11 - Brotherhood of Saint Andrew (BSA) Monthly Breakfast and Bible Study - 7:30am-9:30am. Meeting in the Parish  
   Hall.  For more  information contact Craig Iversen at 850-206-2116 

 

May 11 - Daughters of the King Monthly Meeting - 9:00am 
 

May 11 - HOLY CROSS ACADEMY OF MUSIC SPRING RECITAL - Saturday, May 11th at 10:00am at UWF Center for Fine and   

                 Performing Arts.  
 

May 11 - WeCare - 10:00am - A support Group for those who care for loved ones with dementia or elderly family  members. 
 

May 12 - 40th Anniversary of Holy Cross Church 
 

May 12 - Youth Sunday & Mother’s Day 
 

May 15 - Wednesday Night Dinner - 5:30pm - Taco/Nacho Bar, and dessert 

    Children’s Menu:  Hot dogs, green beans, and chips. 
 

May 16 - Ladies Night Out - 6:00pm at Chili’s  When posted, please be sure to sign up in the Narthex. For more information,          

     please contact Brenda Brown at 850-450-4310 

 

May 19 - Ronald McDonald Lunch Ministry (Outreach Focus) - This ministry provides lunch to families staying at the RMD House. 

                 The team prepares and serves lunch by 11:00am on the 3rd Sunday of each month. For more information or to help,  

                 please contact Sylvia Clark at 850-476-1895 
 

May 21 - Game Night (formerly Bunco) at the Clark House - 6:00pm. If you like to play games, then this is your night! For  

   more information please contact Sylvia Clark at 850-476-1895. 
 

May 22 - Wednesday Night Dinner - 5:30pm - Gazebo Night - Hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, baked beans, veggie tray with Ranch 
dressing, ice cream novelties 

    Children’s Menu:  Hot dogs, green beans, and chips. 
 

May 25 - Youth Service Day and Beach Trip!  Kick off the first day of summer right with a service project at the church and then we  

                will enjoy the afternoon at the beach together. 
 

May 25 - WeCare - 10:00am - A support Group for those who care for loved ones with dementia or elderly family  members. 
 

May 28 - Holy Cross Vestry Dinner and Meeting - 6:00pm 
 

May 29 - SUMMER VACATION BEGINS - NO DINNERS UNTIL FALL - LOOK FOR GAZEBO NIGHTS IN JUNE & JULY 
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