
 

HOLY CROSS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Pensacola, Florida 
850-477-8596 

 

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 
3:00pm Service 

December 24, 2020 
 

 

The Service of the Word 
 
Prelude:  Christmas Medley  

Holy Cross Musicians 

 

Opening Hymn: “Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come 

Let earth receive her King 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders, wonders of His love 

 

Introduction and Welcome    The Rev. Rob Dixon 

 

Children’s Opening Hymn:  “Go Tell It On the Mountain” 

Holy Cross Children 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 



Lessons & Carols:       
  

Hymn:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come, and behold him,  

Born the King of angels;  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels,  

Sing in exultation,  

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  

Glory to God, glory in the highest;  

O come, let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

 

Hymn :  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

O little town of Bethlehem,  

How still we see thee lie!  

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  

The silent stars go by;  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light;  

The hopes and fears of all the years  

Are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

And gathered all above,  

While mortals sleep, 

The angels keep their watch of wondering love.  

O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth!  

And praises sing to God the King,  

And peace to men on earth. 

 

Hymn:  “Angels We Have Heard On High” 

Angels we have heard on high, 

Singing sweetly through the night, 

And the mountains in reply  

Echoing their brave delight.  
 

Refrain: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.   

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why these songs of happy cheer? 

What great brightness did you see? 

What glad tidings did you hear?  (Refrain) 

 

Hymn:  “We Three Kings of Orient Are” (please stand) 

We three kings of Orient are,  

Bearing gifts we traverse so far,  

Field and fountain moor and mountain, 

Following yonder star.  
 

Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright;  

Westward leading, still proceeding,  

Guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,  

Gold I bring to crown him again,  

King for ever ceasing never  

Over us all to reign.  (Refrain) 

 
Hymn:  “Away in a Manger”  

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me for ever, and love me I pray.  

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

*All participants in the pageant now return to their seats. 

 

Homily       The Rev. Rob Dixon 

 

The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 



+ 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

This portion of the service begins on p. 367 in the BCP; 

However; you are encouraged to give your attention to the altar. 
 

You are gladly invited and welcome to receive communion at Holy Cross. To receive a blessing in lieu of 

communion simply come to the altar and cross your arms over your chest. If you are physically unable to come 

forward for communion, please notify the ushers at the door and someone will happily bring communion to you. 

To receive a gluten-free wafer and cup, simply place one arm over your chest. 

 

Offertory:  “Deck the Halls” 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (p. 367 BCP) 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus: S-130 (in front section of blue hymnal)  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People    We remember his death, 

       We proclaim his resurrection, 

       We await his coming in glory. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

 

 



Prayer for Grace and Blessing 

Loving God, while I cannot receive your Holy Communion at this time, I sincerely ask you 

to send your Holy Spirit upon me now and upon all of your children. Fill me, sustain me, 

and lead me with your life-giving Grace and strength, today and forever.  Amen. 

 
Communion Hymn:  “What Child is This” 

What child is this who laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping 

This, this is Christ the king 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 

The babe, the son of Mary 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding 

The end of fear for all who hear 

The silent Word is speaking 

This, this is Christ the king 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him laud 

The babe, the son of Mary 
 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh 

Come peasant king to love him; 

The king of kings salvation brings 

Let loving hearts enthrone him 

This, this is Christ the king 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing 

Haste, haste to bring him praise 

The babe, the son of Mary 

 

Communion Hymn:  “O Holy Night” 

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining 

It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born 

O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 

  

 



Post Communion Prayer (p. 365 BCP) 
Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn:  “Jingle Bells”  

Dashing through the snow 

On a one horse open sleigh 

O'er the fields we go, 

Laughing all the way 

Bells on bob tail ring, 

making spirits bright 

What fun it is to laugh and sing 

A sleighing song tonight 
 

Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells 

Jingle all the way 

Oh, what fun it is to ride 

In a one horse open sleigh 

Jingle bells, jingle bells 

Jingle all the way 

Oh, what fun it is to ride 

In a one horse open sleigh 

 

Closing Hymn:  “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” 

We wish you a merry Christmas 

We wish you a merry Christmas 

We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year 

Good tidings we bring to you and your kin 

We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ministers for Tonight’s Services 

 

10:00am 
Clergy: The Rev. Rob Dixon; Rector; The Rev. Roger Hungerford, Associate Rector 

 
10:00pm 
Clergy: The Rev. Rob Dixon, Rector; The Rev. Roger Hungerford, Associate Rector 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Cross Chancel Choir 
 

Soprano Alto Tenor 
Brandi Love Spain Erica Dake Steven Bell* 

Evelyn Spain Diane Henehan Steve Roberts 

Margaret Mayes  Tina Marshall*   

Jackie Neville Olga Stone** Bass 

Joy Van Caster* Laura Welter Craig Iversen 

Angel ZandiKarimi  Mike McFee 

Adam Thompson 

 *Section Leader 

**President 

 

   

   

   

   

 

 

Ms. Leanne Whalen  

Music Minister 

 

Holy Cross Musicians 
 

Brenan Woody 

Worship Leader 

 

 

Samuel Klauss 

Piano 

Ryan Etheredge  

Guitar 

Alicia Umbreit Stephen Bell 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A gift of flowers for Christmas at 

Holy Cross Episcopal Church has been given by: 
 

• Jackie Lanier in loving memory of Cecil Lanier; Cecil & Molly Lanier; Shirley Parmer; 

Wilson & Kate Meek; & Shane Meek 

• Britt & Nell Landrum in loving memory of our dear friend Cecil “Buddy” Lanier 

• Robert Donaldson in memory of Eleanor R. (Gould) Donaldson; Ruth. E Gould & Frank E. 

Dodwell 

• Patrick & Linda Tillery in memory of our Parents 

• Art Harrison in loving memory of Mary Harrison 

• Susan & Stephen Bell in thanksgiving for our children; grandchildren & great grandchildren 

• Rick Hardcastle & Holly Shumpert in thanksgiving for our parents & children 

• Elaine Gaines in memory of Robert J. Gaines & Lorraine Gaines 

• Hunter & Pam Walker in honor and thanksgiving for our children Dr. Sarah K. Walker & 

John & Sarah E. Walker 

• Ann Jewett in loving memory of Grey Jewett & Tre Chipman  

• Barbara Edwards in loving memory of Ron Edwards; Peter Shinkle; & Dan Kessinger 

• Christopher Law in memory of special friend Nancy Friedersdorf; & lifelong friends The 

Penrods 

• Gwynn Brockbank in honor of her daughter and son-in-law, April & Michael Schantz 

• In memory of and in celebration of the life of Joseph Pullen. 

• Ron & Joyce Burk 

• Edward Austin 

• Nancy Gibbons in honor of Christmas past and present 

•  Steve & Sherry Athat in memory of Mary Lee and Terry Foor 

• Darrik Kostel 

• Herman & Helen Stuebing in memory of Harold & Mary Kent; Mary Kent Scullion; Robert 

Gaines & William Danson 

• Sally Roberts in memory of my parents Bill & Janet Stone 

• Siegrid McAskill in honor of my family 

• Greer Mims in memory of Will Mims; Martha & John Wilkinson 

• Ronda Hutchinson in honor of Ann Sims 

• Charles Swenson 

 

 

       Plus, a few Anonymous Gifts   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Services Next Sunday, December 27, 2020 

at 8:00am, 10:30am, & 4:00pm (Winter), 5:00pm (Spring, Summer, & Fall) 

 

Wherever you are in your faith journey,  

all people are welcome here. 

 

The people and clergy of Holy Cross wish you and your loved ones a most blessed 

and joyous Christmas.  May the Lord guard your travels, give you rest with family 

and friends, and fill you with His love.  May peace always be your’s.   AMEN. 

 

 


